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Children & Young People. We had an event for children and young people from both Leicester circuits on 5 April with Revd Ivan Bennett from Leicester Trinity leading. 

New Parks Community Mission work
1. New Parks Church Regeneration Project
Our vision? An attractive, purposeful Church building used by the congregation and community in partnership, serving New Parks needs and bringing good news!
Matt Forsyth from the district mission team led a discussion with the church, circuit and members of the wider New Parks community about what role the church might play in the neighbourhood in the future. 
The architect Simon Bird who was project manager for Glenfield’s redevelopment has agreed to work with us. We are clarifying our vision and will be applying for funding over the next few months to replace the whole roof first and then other internal refurbishment and external improvements. Please watch out for a launch event! 
2. ‘Church at the margins’ course
Why? Because the Methodist Church wants every circuit to begin a New place for new people by 2025. i.e. a new form of church in addition to our traditional ones. We began in November. (ongoing) To explore beginning a new Christian community among people experiencing poverty in New Parks.  As many as 9 have attended from across the circuit churches. Continuing with an emphasis on practical action such as one to one conversations with people in the community which we have started as well as prayer walks.
3. Men’s Shed https://newparksmensshed.wordpress.com 
We have received feedback that for one gentleman it's the only place he feels comfortable and is able to talk to people!
· We have just built a Summer House as a social space for members. 
· Our sensory and community garden now includes a greenhouse.
· Our shed has received £500 from the Co-op local community fund.
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4. 2 ladies from the community who support our shed have just begun an afternoon café at the church called Teabags Community Café: Tuesdays 1-3pm.

Training – Justin, Margaret Msimbe (& Sandra Andrews possibly?) are attending Church at the Margins training at Cliff college in November.  This is FREE – ask Justin for more details about other courses.

District mission team - Revd Kim Shorely came to Markfield before Christmas and led a discussion on developing links with the community through the warm space and music cafe.

Future Circuit Mission enabler role?
We are working on a mission plan first, then will look at the mission enabler role in the autumn, possibly applying for funding in November (the role finishes July 2026).

Justin, Circuit Mission Enabler, justin@leicesterwestmethodist.org.uk 
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